Since the original description of this condition by
McKeown' in 1952, 88 cases of oat cell carcinoma have been reported. -29 These cases had both the clinical and histologic characteristics of oat cell lung cancer, with a rapidly fatal course when untreated. The pathology is characteristic and has been well described in pathology journals, where most of the cases have been reported. The purpose of this paper is to review the available clinical information on this entity and to present three cases of our own.
Patients and findings THE PRESENT CASES Case 1
A 74 year old woman presented in December 1978 with a two month history of dysphagia and lower retrosternal pain radiating to the back. A barium swallow showed an irregular filling defect in the lower end of the oesophagus. Physical findings, laboratory results, and chest radiograph appearances were all within normal limits. Oesophagoscopy showed a tumour arising 34cm from the incisors. A biopsy showed that the subepithelial tissues were infiltrated by an oat cell carcinoma. The patient underwent distal oesophagectomy with oesophagogastrostomy. At operation the tumour was found in the lower third of the oesophagus. There was also a small nodule in the parietal pleura overlying the aorta and some enlarged glands along the left gastric vessels. All obvious tumour was excised at operation. The patient was discharged on the 12th postoperative day after an uneventful recovery. Microscopic examination of the specimen showed oat cell carcinoma of the oesophagus infiltrating the whole of the oesophageal wall. The pleural nodule and left gastric lymph nodes contained metastatic tumour.
The patient died three months later; postmortem examination showed widespread metastatic disease in the liver, peritoneum, and left adrenal gland. 
